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In the early days of the penal colony at Sydney, rumour was rife among the 
convicts of another colony beyond the Blue Mountains and perhaps a route 
to China. In the hope of quelling the rumours, Governor John Hunter put 
together a bizarre exploration party, charged to travel as far into the interior 
as it could. The party consisted of four convicts, two guides and four 
soldiers to protect the guides from the convicts. The leader of the party was 
John Wilson, an ex-convict who had elected to live in the bush among the 
Aborigines, who had named him Bunboee. He was accompanied by John 
Price, Hunter’s adventurous young servant and, as the only literate member 
of the party, its diarist.

The party set out in January 1798, but three of the convicts soon tired and 
returned with the four soldiers, leaving Wilson, Price and Roe, the fourth 
convict, to press on to the south-west. After six days travel they reached 
high ground over the junction of the Wollondilly and Wingecarribee rivers, 
from where they saw the open country beyond the mountains. A month later, 
Wilson and Price, this time accompanied by Henry Hacking and a man called 
Collins, set out again and this time reached the summit of Mount Towrang, 
where they looked over the Great Divide. 
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